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. It is common experience that people of the same avocation
develop a similar mentality. The fact that Indian economy
has been primarily agricultural led to the development
of common characteristics and a common outlook. Agricul-
tural communities the world over are inclined to be tribal
and parochial. The unit of life is the village community.
Social co-operation is restricted to the members of the village
group. Such conditions preclude on the one hand the
development of an individualistic outlook and on the other
the growth of a social consciousness that transcends the
limits of the family or the tribal unit. In India we have
always found deep loyalty to the family or the clan, but
evidence of equal loyalty to the nation or the country
is rarely to be found. In fact the restriction of economic
life to the village community prevented the growth of the
consciousness of nationhood.

The predominantly agricultural bias of Indian economy
has influenced national character in another way. The
peasant, specially before the achievement of partial control
over the forces of nature, was largely dependent for pros*
perity on factors over which he had no say. He could control
neither drought nor excess of rain. Yet these were the
phenomena which were determinant factors in his economic
life. Is it surprising that the peasant should, the world over,
exhibit an attitude of fatalism and fortitude before the buffets
of fate? Commerce and industry on the other hand demand
more of the individual but also tend to make himself-reliant,
aggressive and adventurous, A society whose economy is
primarily commerical or industrial gradually develops in its
members greater resilience, vivacity and individual initiative*

Indian political vicissitudes have been largely condi-
tioned by the inadequacy of her scientific equipment
to her geography* While her geography demanded unifica-
tion of the country into one State, the prevalent stage of
control over the forces of nature rendered this difficult
to achieve  and  almost  impossible  to  maintain,  Thero